[image: image1.jpg]GNTANDREY

[0 * Op
5 ke

&
¥

)
"5 roen e

~

&
", B
ety

*,

ORDER OF SAINT ANDREW

ARCHONS OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE





Spiritual leader of 300 million Orthodox Christians

honors local businessman for outstanding service

                            Michael A. Karloutsos of Philadelphia named Archon

Philadelphia,  November 5, 2010 – Michael A. Karloutsos of Philadelphia was given the oldest honor in Christendom and the highest honor a lay person can receive in the Orthodox Christian Church by being named an ‘Archon’ by His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. The Ecumenical Patriarch is the spiritual leader of more than 300 million Orthodox Christians worldwide and is located in present day Istanbul, Turkey (previously known as “Constantinople” and the seat of the Byzantine Empire before the Ottomans conquered the Christians living there in 1453). His All Holiness is the 270th successor of St. Andrew the Apostle, the brother of St. Peter, in nearly two millennia dating back to the very beginnings of Christianity.  

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America stated that this year’s “highly select group of Archons which includes Bill Antholis the Managing Director of the Brookings Institute and Andrew Liveris the Chairman and CEO of Dow Chemical is recognized for their faith, good works, proven Christian character and outstanding service to the Orthodox Church…Archon Michael is at the head of this class.” The honor carries with it the responsibility to promote religious freedom, protect human rights, and defend the Holy Mother Church of Constantinople.  “Despite being the youngest member of this class, Archon Michael has demonstrated himself to be a role model in his commitment to the Church and to living an exemplary life characterized by giving of his time, talents and treasure to church, community and country,” said Dr. Anthony Limberakis, National Commander of the Archon’s organization - The Order of St. Andrew the Apostle. 

Mr. Karloutsos is best known in Philadelphia as a long time government relations consultant and the owner of the Water Works Restaurant and Lounge. However, he has been a dedicated servant of the Orthodox Church and leader in the Greek community for over two decades.  As an example, Mr. Karloutsos served as the Chief Liaison between the Greek Orthodox Church and the City of New York’s Crisis Management Office after the tragic events of September 11.  Mr. Karloutsos spearheaded the coordination between the city and the church as they attempted to recover the relics of the St. Nicholas Church which included the holy remains of St. Nicholas and other Saints.  Mr. Karloutsos also created a program where Orthodox priests would spiritually administer to the families of the victims and the relief workers in need.  

“I am honored and humbled to have been given this recognition,” said Mr. Karloutsos.  “The title of Archon carries with it an awesome responsibility and serves as a reminder that religious freedom must be supported at all costs to ensure the continuation of our rich and beautiful 2000 year old Christian faith.”

For more information about the Archons please visit www.archons.org.
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